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Hebrew Introduction
Some aims...
X To learn to read Hebrew words.
1 To begin to understand how Hebrew
functions as a language.
J To become familiar with Hebrew
word forms and basic vocabulary.
T To read several biblical passages together.

1 To reflect on ways of translation.
1 To enjoy ourselves together!
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Genesis 1:1
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D’D‘Ty heaven... N-‘T; he created
D’D‘Tya the heaven... ﬂgj he saw

DOWA TR 872

He created (object comes next) the heaven.

(3 "hE AR

He saw Nathan.



::7 to

7?? to me singular

119 1o.us lar

P 15 to him = ﬂ:7 to her © !
L Dﬂi? to them pl. ]ﬂi? tothem © % ¢ %
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so, then not, no
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1125917 791 king and queen
J171 R He created, he gave
a7 '[5’] and he went. Then he spoke.
AR He said,
PIAWI 9 "6o and listen!”
w’m '['7,7 N'?} But the man did not go



12T hespoke.. hesaid.. 1737  she spoke.. she said..

1271 and he said.. AT and she said..
k! he gave.. N1 shegave..
(17 and he gave... {11 and she gave..

he had given, he gave, he has given,
D1 |he gives, he will give

- 7T
usually complete, definite or single action

he was giving, he is giving, he gives,
In’ he will give, (and) he gave

continued, continuing, repeated or indefinite action

N3 area of meaning: he gave, handed over, put, granted,
-7 appointed, established, allowed, yielded...




-W_DW he kept, watched, guarded... ¢
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290 WIR agoodman  WIRT] 20 the man is good ¢

ZﬁKDU W’Na the good man 23V W’}.{n the man is good

e

P

T T T o T T T T

210 good ﬂ;.]'O good i
mitoly n;maa
_ _thegoodman - the good woman
TR milo) aluts: n:'m

a good man, one good man  a good woman, one good woman
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: good, beautiful, excellent, pleasant, lovely, In Psalm 23:6
10 convenient, fruitful, cheerful, kind... note
: the good, the right, virtue, happiness, TJOm myio
110 pleasantness...
Used in contexts related to covenants 210 expresses the reliable goodness
and proper freatment guaranteed by the covenant ("73)




-‘DW’ he will keep, he was keeping..
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WDW keep!
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word, thing... word of word of me, my word
037 1T 13T
words words of words of me, my words
VAW RIAL 177
Hear! f§ Keep! 1§ Pursue! or Follow! }

ﬁnw keeping 1§

an W’b}ﬂ the man is/was keeping
AW WIRT the man who is/wes keeping

" (the man, the one keeping)



he sent...
nsw he sends...

he took...
ﬂ7 he takes...

he sat...
nw he dwells..

usually definite or

complete(d) action
past/present/future

n%w 8R777 and he had sent.
M9 83777 and he had taken
QW K777 and he had dwelt.

previous action or state from which
something follows on

ﬂz_?W’l and he sent
I’h?’l and he took

:.W’l and he dwelt

nhext step ina
continuing narrative

now?
aip)

mig

he was sending..{

. he will send...

he was taking...
he will take...
he was dwelling...
he will dwell...

continuing indefinite or
incomplete(d) action
past/present/future

Mow RIM

. Sending

npo RIM
QWP RIM

action or state during which
something else takes place

while he is/was

while he is/was
taking

while he is/was
dwelling



LOOKING AT HEBREW WORDS
1. Look for the STEM

TN he s king, he reigned
N291  queen
12911 kingdom
1M1 his kingdom

2. Look at beginnings and endings

—‘;-5 a word
D’W;'I'U the words
D,‘P“D'l’ the words of them
| 1“3‘[’] and they said

9



3. Look for modification of the verbal form

ploly 79
he killed he begat
el 117
he slew she acted as midwife
90PN 750
he caused to kill he begat
plolpk T
he was killed he was born

Sopna TN

he killed himself he registered
his ancestry

790070

he walked to and fro

720
(he went) >

QAL /

- T °° T

ACTION OR STATE

PIEL (X} . / o / LX) o
STRONG ACTION... urgency, eagerness

HIPHIL /.

CAUSATION OR ].:NTENSIVE...

NIPHAL —J —1])

PASSIVE, REFLEXIVE OR RECIPROCAL (middle)

HITHPAEL D1 -1V

ACTION CONCERNING THE DOER (middle)

REFLEXIVE, RECIPROCAL,
ACTING OR PRETENDING



W’ there is
.. There was

D79 AY W
she had children
{57 KR53

all that he has
’37573 from me
piela ko

Go from mel
"IAN 25V

Better than me

’N there isn't
I . there wasn't

D79 A9 PR

she had no children

NP2 "7 PN
I have no silver
’J]fjj like me
TIND 'R
There is none like you

072 M
Who is like them?



}J?_DW Listenl! WDW Keep! ) Givel
YW Listen! 1AW Keepl! 7110 Givell
NJT-D@W Please listen! NJT'VDW Please keepl! NJT-]n Please givel

WDW’ Let him (he should) keep ‘mwn'sit{ Do not keep!
[T Let him (he should) give ]nﬂ't%:{ Don't givel
COMPARE:
?[35 20 DI 6Get up and let your heart be glad!
125 21" DP" And he got up, and his heart was glad

ﬂjmﬂx Let me keep, I will keep 3311'\'533 Don't steal!
njDWJ Let us keep... 23311'&5 You shall not steal!
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To be written...
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To be written...
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