
DON’T JUST SEE THE WORLD. 
CHANGE THE WORLD.
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
On Campus or Online

master of arts in



THE WORLD IS WAITING
FOR SOMEONE LIKE YOU. 



introduction to the 
M.A. IN INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
There are people in this world who see injustice and don’t just send a check. 
They send themselves. But it takes more than desire to successfully help the oppressed. It takes 
preparation. It takes knowledge. And it takes humility to learn from those we seek to help.

Our International Community Development (ICD) program will transform your passion for serving others 
into a profession that is focused, skilled, and effective. You’ll learn from practitioners in the field who have 
developed successful international programs. You’ll learn by doing—by developing project plans for use 
in real service organizations. You’ll tap into the depths of your own convictions and hammer out your own 
vision. And you’ll learn alongside others who share your passion. 

The world needs you. 
But it needs a “you” that is fully equipped to make a difference.  
We’re here to help you get there. 

For more information about the ICD on-campus or online global hybrid programs, check out our website at 
www.northwestu.edu/maicd, or email ICDinfo@northwestu.edu. The world is waiting. 



Highest accreditation possible.

Our ICD program represents the gold 

standard in accreditation. You’ll strengthen 

your professional credibility and graduate 

knowing that your degree is widely 

recognized and deeply respected. You’ll have 

professional credibility the minute you step 

into the field. 

Learn through hands-on experience. 

The ICD program integrates head 

knowledge with action. Through intensive, 

hands-on engagement with real-world 

challenges, you will learn to think 

critically and integrate the tools of project 

management, sustainable funding and 

grant writing, and program evaluation. 

Build a stronger spiritual foundation. 

ICD professors seek to incorporate 

components of spiritual growth 

alongside academic learning. Our 

premise? All truly effective service flows 

out of a sense of spiritual purpose and 

theological grounding.  

Grow your career. Expand your influence. 

Many organizations require a master’s 

degree of those who want to move up into 

positions of leadership. Our program is 

designed for those who’d like to move their 

career to the next level and help others on a 

larger scale. 

Focus on your passion. 

Our program is unique in that it allows you 

to tailor your fieldwork, coursework, and 

thesis project to your specific interests. It’s 

an approach that fosters true mastery of a 

particular area of praxis.

Maximize your cross-cultural influence.

We equip you to understand the culture of 

a given service context. Our core belief? 

You must know a culture deeply—and 

surrender yourself to the wisdom of those 

whom you serve—if you want your efforts 

to have maximum impact.

WHY CHOOSE 
NORTHWEST UNIVERSITY?



Highest accreditation possible.

Our ICD program represents the gold 

standard in accreditation. You’ll strengthen 

your professional credibility and graduate 

knowing that your degree is widely 

recognized and deeply respected. You’ll have 

professional credibility the minute you step 

into the field. 

MAKE A LIVING. 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
Brian Humphreys worked full time while completing 

the ICD program. After graduating, the Peace Corps 

selected him to direct a national youth entrepreneurship 

initiative in the Dominican Republic. Today, he is working 

on a project for the Department of Labor, bringing 

various organizations together to stimulate economic 

development. “The ICD program taught me how to be 

a trust builder between people and organizations. The 

Department of Labor saw this skill set in me and hired 

me to apply it to their project.”



Practicum I: Project Management
Culture Studies in a Global Context
Community Development

Practicum II: Funding, Grant Writing, and Volunteer Management
Globalization and Development
Research for Social Change 

Practicum III: Program Evaluation
Spirituality, Culture, and Social Justice
Fieldwork

Practicum IV: Thesis Project I
Children, Poverty, and Development*
  or Disaster Relief and Development*
  or Peacemaking*
Social and Environmental Justice
 
Practicum V: Thesis Project II
Social Entrepreneurship
Leadership

*Not every course choice is offered each year.

The on-campus and online global hybrid ICD programs equip people to become:

• Scholars with sensitivity and expertise at observing and interpreting culture.

• Innovators who create culturally responsive strategies to address social issues.

• Critical thinkers able to evaluate existing approaches to meeting the needs of the marginalized, poor, and oppressed.

• Skilled professionals with both broad theoretical understanding and hard skills for creating and managing programs and projects.

• Leaders and managers who inspire with life-changing compassion and world-changing vision.

• Collaborative practitioners who build authentic and supportive communities.

master of arts in 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Choose between on-campus evening and occasional weekend classes in Kirkland, Washington, or online classes with 
two one-week sessions in Europe. This 20-month, year-round, 40-credit program includes the following courses:



Practicum IV: Thesis Project I
Children, Poverty, and Development*
  or Disaster Relief and Development*
  or Peacemaking*
Social and Environmental Justice
 
Practicum V: Thesis Project II
Social Entrepreneurship
Leadership

*Not every course choice is offered each year.

While you study International Community Development, you and your peers will be developing your own 
community in the setting you choose. Online Global Hybrid students begin their program with a week of 
intensive learning and exploration in historic Oxford, England, and finish it with a return trip to Europe to 
defend their thesis projects. On-campus students attend class one or two evenings a week in Kirkland, in 
the Seattle area of the beautiful Pacific Northwest. The on-campus program also features two local area 
retreats. Whichever context you select, you will be motivated and encouraged by the strong cohort dynamic. 
Much more than a study group, your peers will become both friends and central figures in your emerging 
professional network.



Dr. Forrest Inslee wrote his first master’s thesis on cultural renewal among 
Northwest Native Americans while studying at Northwestern University. There, 
his work among the urban poor led to research-in-residence at a men’s shelter 
and a doctoral dissertation exploring the relationship between art and identity 
among Chicago’s homeless.

A trip to Turkey prompted him to pursue a second master’s degree—this 
time, from Regent College, with a specialization in culturally contextualized 
theological studies. In 1999, he moved to Istanbul to support community 
development and leadership training for the emerging churches there, 
including the launch of several businesses and social enterprises. His training 
in ethnomusicology enabled him to facilitate the churches’ development of 
culturally authentic expressions of worship and liturgy. After several years 
in Turkey, he was unexpectedly asked to adopt a little girl; one year later, he 
became the first single man ever to adopt a Turkish child.

Upon returning to the United States, Forrest began creating the M.A. in 
International Community Development, consulting with a number of NGOs in 
the process. As a teacher, Forrest is driven to impart a vision for leadership to 
each of his students. He challenges them to discover their immediate sphere 
of influence and to dream beyond it. Ultimately, however, his call to teaching—
and the design of the program—spring from a compassion for the marginalized 
and disenfranchised throughout the world.

Bill Clark
Student Support Coordinator
Northwest Regional Director, Peace Catalyst
Areas of Expertise: Peacemaking, Anthropology, Islam

Leslie Aaron
Nutrition Director, Heaven’s Reach, Honduras
Nutrition Consultant, Abundance Nutrition Counseling
Areas of Expertise: Nutrition, Program Evaluation, 
Contextualization 

Katy Attanasi
Globalization, Faith, and Development Instructor
Areas of Expertise: Globalization, Development, Pentecostal 
Studies 

Aaron Ausland
Youth Viability and Livelihood Senior Specialist, World Vision 
International
Areas of Expertise: Community Development, Social Enterprise, 
Youth Concerns

Drea Chicas
Business Engagement Consultant, Seattle Neighborhood Group
Founder, Washington State Chapter CDF Freedom Schools, 
Urban Impact Seattle
Areas of Expertise: Social and Environmental Justice, 
Leadership, Diversity and Inclusion, Community Engagement
 

Forrest Inslee, Ph.D.
MAICD Professor and Chair

MAICD Instructors

DISTINGUISHED & COMMITTED TO YOUR SUCCESS
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Dave Eller
Chief Development Officer, CRISTA
Former President, World Concern      
Areas of Expertise: Leadership, Financial 
Management, Disaster Response, Fundraising

Bill Forbes
Director, Child Protection, World Vision 
International
Areas of Expertise: Child Protection, 
Development, Peace and Justice

Brian Humphreys
Director of Financial Inclusion, South Sound 
Outreach
Executive Director, Tahoma Collaboratory
Areas of Expertise: Community, Workforce, and 
Economic Development; Project Management

Steve Latham
Consultant and Instructor, Resilience and Disaster 
Risk Reduction
Areas of Expertise: Resilience, Disaster Relief, 
Sustainable Development
 
Jonathan Lembright
Regional Director for Higher Education in 
Southeast Asia, Institute of International 
Education, Thailand
Areas of Expertise: Community Development, 
Program Management, International Partnerships

Pat Loughery
Instructor, Seattle School of Theology and 
Psychology
Spirituality Coach
Quality Assurance Analyst Lead - IT, Starbucks
Areas of Expertise: Spirituality, Information 
Technology

Joe Macias, Jr.
Leadership Development Consultant, MultiCare 
Health System
Senior Advisor, FiredUp! Culture
Principal: Joe Macias, Jr., Consulting
Areas of Expertise: Leadership, Coaching, 
Organizational Assessment, Strategic Planning

Justin Monuteaux
Owner/Licensed Counselor, BeFree Counseling, 
LLC
Areas of Expertise: Counseling, Project 
Management 

Angela Parker
Assistant Professor of Biblical Studies, Seattle 
School of Theology and Psychology
Areas of Expertise:  Biblical Studies, Spirituality

Bill Prevette
Research Tutor and Director of Practitioner 
Research, Oxford Centre for Mission Studies
Areas of Expertise: Qualitative Research, Orphan 
Care 

Joseph Rahm
Executive Director at Leadership Mission 
International, Honduras
Areas of Expertise: Leadership, Project 
Management 

Paula Rowland
Senior Consultant in Evaluation and Research, 
ORS Impact
Areas of Expertise: Program Evaluation, Non-
profit Organizations 

Daniela Steinkamp
Director of MA Student Services, Northwest 
University
Areas of Expertise: Social and Environmental 
Justice, Environmental Sustainability, 
Multiculturalism 

Eric Steinkamp
Professor, Northwest University
Areas of Expertise: Environmental Sustainability, 
Social and Environmental Justice, Biology 

Paul Stephenson
Senior Director, Child Development and Rights, 
World Vision International
Areas of Expertise: Children in Development 
Settings, Child Rights, Community Development 

Autumn Witt
Associate Provost of International Studies and 
Director of ESL, Northwest University
Areas of Expertise: Globalization, TESOL, Higher 
Education Administration, Assessment



How can human trafficking be prevented when the roots are economic, and the practice is culturally 
accepted? How can societies with limited vocational options be nurtured toward health and thriving? 
Here’s what happens when ICD students and alumni team up to grapple with these questions.

A DEGREE THAT
OPENS UP THE WORLD.
As an ICD graduate, you’ll be prepared to work with non-

profits, social enterprises, businesses, ministries, missions, 

churches, charities, civic organizations, and local, tribal, and 

international government agencies. Get the tools and the 

understanding you need to be effective in any context. Find 

your niche—or create one!



How can human trafficking be prevented when the roots are economic, and the practice is culturally 
accepted? How can societies with limited vocational options be nurtured toward health and thriving? 
Here’s what happens when ICD students and alumni team up to grapple with these questions.

A DEGREE THAT
OPENS UP THE WORLD.

Creative Collaboration Toward Sustainable Change

May 2012
Supunnee “Nee” Pargul graduates with her MA from the ICD 
program, after writing her thesis on providing education to 
the children of her home region of Isaan, Thailand.

August 2013
ICD students Katie Metzger and Danielle Neufeld visit 
Thailand to meet with ICD alumni and research what is being 
done in the fight against sex trafficking. Nee in particular 
helps them understand the needs in her region, and the 
unique cultural and economic factors behind the relative 
normalization of sex work in Thailand.

Katie and Danielle find that much more could be done in the 
area of trafficking prevention, especially in villages. Economic 
solutions are key for an effective, sustainable, and culturally 
Thai response to this issue. What can women do to support 
their families? Are any local resources being overlooked? 
Then they learn about the rich textile traditions of the Isaan 
region.



May 2014
Katie and Danielle graduate from the MAICD program. Danielle 
explores the root issues contributing to the sex trade in Thailand 
in her thesis, while Katie writes a business plan for a social 
enterprise connecting Thai textiles to American markets.

August 2014
All three work together to begin Same Thread with a successful 
Kickstarter campaign. By selling Isaan-created fashions to 
Americans, they provide critical income to local women.

September 2014
Inspired by Danielle’s research findings, as well as her own, 
Nee begins a school in her mother’s home in Isaan, working 
with up to 80 children at a time. English is a vital part of the 
curriculum, as it will give students better job prospects. The 
need for the financial resources that children send home is real, 
and education is expensive. Sending the oldest daughter away 
to work has been an accepted custom, even when it means sex 
work. But there is great honor in having an educated daughter 
who can provide for the family, and families are relieved to have 
this option.

Nee’s challenge to families: “Education will provide better ways 
for your daughter, and it will set your family free.”



September 2016
Danielle and her husband create a U.S.-based non-profit, Shared 
Space for All, to help grow and sustain the important work of 
education that Nee is doing. Other ICD alumni serve on the board, 
and even come to teach. 

They plan to build a community center for both educational and job 
skills training, as well as other needs. Even now, moms who earn 
income through Same Thread are sending their children to Nee for 
education and mentoring – and a future.

“You gave us more than knowledge. You paid attention to our future 
and inspired us to have big dreams. You’ve introduced us to a new 
world.” – Student

Getting to the tangled roots of development issues requires 
knowledge, but also a collaborative and multi-dimensional 
approach.  Nee, Danielle, and Katie are finding that to address 
trafficking in this context, they must also address poverty 
thoughtfully and holistically, and as a team of friends. The MAICD 
program provided them with the foundational knowledge, tools, 
vision, and community to go about development in a way that is 
sustainable: honoring culture, resources, and relationships.



“As a preparation for a career in the global relief and 
development industry, Northwest University’s M.A. in 
ICD offers a solid grounding in development theory 
and practice. Students acquire skills and knowledge 
from a range of practitioner experts, covering 
a breadth of content areas, from not-for-profit 
management to community-based development.”

“The ICD program at NU offered a profoundly 
engaging environment for me; in close community 
with my cohort members, I was challenged to search 
for ways to best impact communities with efficient 
and culturally sensitive approaches. As a physician, 
I am proud to say that the program laid the path for 
the development of a community hospital in Burkina 
Faso. I enthusiastically recommend the program to 
students looking to live lives of deep and lasting 
impact on communities around the world.”

ICD Faculty Paul Stephenson
Senior Director, Child Development and Rights
World Vision International

ICD Graduate Caleb Tindano, M.D. 
Director, Integrated Development Project of Bilanga 
Association Voir et Agir, Burkina Faso



“I entered the program simply knowing that I had a passion for 
unfortunate children; I graduated equipped to develop holistic 
responses to meet their needs on a practical level. I confidently 
recommend this program to people living outside the U.S. who have 
vision to enact social change in their home countries. I’m deeply 
grateful for my ICD experience.”

“NU’s program gave me the needed theoretical basis for 
understanding, as well as field experience through the on-the-ground 
practicum, to prepare me for my work as an NGO worker in Africa. 
Frankly, the ICD program made me more employable because it is 
such a cutting-edge, pragmatically relevant program in a sea of more 
traditional development degrees.”

ICD Graduate Fiona Winoto
Education Specialist 
World Vision International

ICD Graduate Shirley Grew 
Country Director 
Soft Power Health, Uganda

“Anyone who is passionate and interested in serving underprivileged 
communities through sustainable development should give careful 
consideration to the ICD program at Northwest University. I cannot 
say enough about how this program equipped me to lead and serve 
young and marginalized women in Honduras—an opportunity I 
would not have had apart from obtaining this degree. The practical 
principles that were taught in the program have truly helped me to 
make a difference in the lives of the poor.”

ICD Graduate Joseph Rahm
President/Founder, Leadership 
Mission International 
Ph.D. Candidate, Lancaster Bible 
College—Leadership Program

“With an increasingly competitive landscape for those wanting to 
work in global development, the need for graduate-level education 
is clear. The ICD program provides the right balance of knowledge, 
training, and experience. Because you’re being taught by academics 
and practitioners, you’ll also graduate the program with a wealth of 
relationships that will help you in your chosen field.”

ICD Faculty Brian Howe
Founder and CEO
Impact HUB (Social Venture 
Collaboration)



Website:  www.northwestu.edu/maicd 
Email: ICDinfo@northwestu.edu 
On Campus:  425.889.5249 | Online Global Hybrid: 425.889.5298

“There are those who 
seek knowledge in 

order to serve;

That is love.”
- Bernard of Clairvaux


