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The apostle Paul is considered the second-most influential figure
in Christian history after Jesus himself. Asia Minor, or Anatolia, is
where many of the events associated with Paul’s life and ministry
took place. Paul was a native of Tarsus in Cilicia, one of our stops.
From Antioch to Miletus we will follow the routes traveled during his journeys
by land and sea. We will see some of the Roman roads upon which he
walked. At each site we will explore the archaeological realia still remaining.
In museums we will encounter the artifacts that the apostle saw and
touched. Unique to this tour is that for the first time we will stay at the new
archaeology hotels recently opened in Antakya and Antalya. Please join me
for this exciting two-week adventure tracing the footsteps of Paul in Turkey.
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Tour Itinerary:
May 10 Wed

Depart from Seattle – Fly to Istanbul

May 11 Thu
Arrive Istanbul Airport – Fly to Antioch (Hatay Airport)
Arrive Istanbul Airport. Our representative will meet you at Istanbul airport
after the passport control and baggage claim with a “NORTHWEST –
TUTKU” sign. You will walk to the domestic airport and check-in to your
Turkish Airlines domestic flight to Hatay. Arrive Hatay Airport. Transfer to
the hotel for dinner and overnight. (D)

Antalya

May 14 Sun
Konya – Lystra – Sille
You will have an early departure to drive to Iconium where Paul and
Barnabas used the synagogue as their forum to address the local people.
They angered the authorities there and were warned in time to escape being
attacked. You will then visit the area of ancient Lystra also twice visted by
Paul. It was here Paul healed a lame man and later was raised after being
battered with stones. Here also Paul met Timothy who later accompanied
him on some of his travels. Then you will visit the Helena’s Church at
Sille before going to the hotel in Konya (ancient Iconium) for dinner and
overnight. (B,D)
May 15 Mon
Konya – Pisidian Antioch – Antalya
You will depart and drive to Yalvac, ancient Antioch of Pisidia. Paul visited
this town on his first missionary journey and it is here that he addressed
the congregation in the synagogue on the Sabbath with his first recorded
sermon. You will visit the excavations here and the Yalvac Museum. Then
continue to Antalya with a very scenic drive through the lakes and the rocky
mountains. Dinner and overnight will be at the hotel in Antalya. (B,D)
May 16 Tue
Antalya (Attalia) – Perga – St. Paul Cultural Center
You will begin with a visit to Perga, an ancient city even when Paul visited
there. He and Barnabas went through Perga on their way from and to
Antioch on their first journey. You will visit the Perga Theater, the Agora
Stadium, and the columned streets. You will also visit Archaeological
Museum and Old City. Lunch at St. Paul Cultural Center. Then boat ride to
Magydus and swimming at Düden Waterfalls. Dinner and overnight will be in
the port city of Antalya. (B,D)
May 17 Wed
Colossae – Laodicea – Pamukkale
Morning drive to Collossae (Paul’s letters to the Colossians and Philemon)
on the foothills of Mount Honaz. You will continue to Laodicea, one of the
Seven Churches of Revelation. Although the excavation work is still in its
early stages, Laodicea was a major city in Roman times, as is clear from not
only the size of the ancient site but also its two theatres, stadium, aqueduct
and major street lined with shops. Laodicea is not only the last of the seven
churches to whom John directed the book of Revelation (Rev. 3:14–22).
Dinner and overnight will be in Pamukkale. (B,D)

May 12 Fri		
Antioch
Morning drive to Antioch, the place where the followers of Jesus were
first called Christians. Here you will visit the Church of St. Peter, a grotto
discovered by the Crusaders and reputed to be the cave church where early
Christians met in secret. At the Mosaic Museum in Antioch you will see an
unusually rich collection of mosaics from this area. Following your visit at the
museum, you will go to the Seleucia Pieria, the ancient port town of Antioch
from which Paul and Barnabas set out on their first journey and where Paul
returned afterwards. Dinner and overnight in Antioch. (B,D)
May 13 Sat
Antioch – Tarsus – Konya (Iconium)
You will have an early departure from Antioch as you drive to Tarsus, the
city where the Apostle Paul was born. You will visit the Church of St. Paul
as well as the recently excavated remains of the Roman Tarsus in the town
center. You will take a short walk to the site known as the Well of St. Paul.
In the afternoon you will continue with a drive to Derbe where Paul visited
twice. The Bible states that Paul and Barnabas spoke in Derbe and won
many converts. Dinner and overnight at the hotel in Konya. (B,D)
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May 18 Thu
Hierapolis – Miletus – Kuşadası
Start the day by visiting Hierapolis where you will visit the monuments,
thermal baths and the theater with its well preserved stage, Temple of
Apollo and and Philip’s Martyrium. Then drive to Miletus with its four harbors
and strategic location on the Aegean coast of Asia Minor, became one of
the great cities of commerce in the ancient world. Of the surviving building,
the finest is the 15,000–seat theatre originally built in the Hellenistic period
and expanded in Roman times. Paul stopped in Miletus on the return leg of
his third missionary journey where he summoned the elders from Ephesus
to meet with him and hear his poignant farewell speech (Acts 20:17–35). We
will also visit briefly its small but informative archaeological museum. We
drive to Kuşadası, dinner and overnight. (B,D)
May 19 Fri		
Ephesus – Izmir (Smyrna)
Today will likely be the high note of the tour for most people, as we visit the
most impressive biblical site of our trip: Ephesus. The former glory of this
city can still today be easily appreciated from its well–preserved streets,
temples, fountains, public baths, terraced houses and theatres. Ephesus was
also the site of the Artemis Temple—one of seven wonders of the ancient
world. There is the same theatre where some 24,000 citizens of Ephesus
gathered shouting “Great is Artemis!” in a riot started in response to Paul’s
ministry there. The apostle visited this city only briefly during his second
missionary journey (Acts 18:18–21) but returned during his third missionary
journey for a much longer period of two years and three months (Acts
19:1–20:1). Timothy later served as pastor in this city during which time Paul
wrote him two letters (1 & 2 Timothy). Some years later Ephesus served
as the home base for the apostle John’s ministry from where he wrote a
number of letters (1, 2, 3 John) and to which he sent the Book of Revelation.
In addition to the ancient city, we will also visit the “slope houses” (the
wealthiest homes in Ephesus that have been marvelously reconstructed),
the Ephesus Museum, which houses several impressive items from this site,
and the Basilica of St. John. Then drive to Agora of ancient Smyrna. Here
we think about John’s word of commendation for the Christians in Smyrna
who were persevering in the faith despite persecution (Rev. 2:8–11). Dinner &
overnight. (B,D)
May 20 Sat
Fly Istanbul & Tour
Transfer to Izmir Airport for 08:10/09:25 am flight to Istanbul. Drive to
the Old City to visit the Hagia Sophia (the church of “Holy Wisdom”)—the
crowning achievement of the sacred building program of Emperor Justinian,
the 6th-century head of the Christian Byzantine Empire. Nearby is located
the Hippodrome which once stood in the heart of the Byzantine city of
Constantinople and originally held up to 100,000 people. Although little is
left of this gigantic stadium, there are a number of impressive columns and
other structures situated at the site. Next visit is to the Underground Cistern,
ahuge cistern supporting Constantinopolis’ water need. Dinner and overnight
at the hotel. (B,D) Next we proceed to the nearby Hagia Eirene (“Church of
Holy Peace”), built in 324 AD on the site of Aphrodite’s temple and dedicated
by Emperor Constantine as the city’s first church and main cathedral until the
completion of Hagia Sophia in 360 AD. The second of the Seven Ecumenical
Councils was held here in 381 AD. This was one of the more important
councils, making ten additions to the Nicene Creed and affirming the deity of
the Holy Spirit. Dinner and overnight at the hotel. (B,D)
May 21 Sun

Transfer to Istanbul Airport – Fly Back to Seattle
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S E A

LAND & AIR

$4,450

Per Person in Double Room

$790

Single Room Supplement

INCLUDING
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Roundtrip international air between Seattle – Istanbul
Istanbul-Hatay domestic flight
Izmir-Istanbul domestic flight
2 nights at 4 star hotel in Antioch
2 nights at 4 star hotel in Konya
2 Nights at 4 star hotel in Antalya
1 night at 4 star hotel in Pamukkale
1 night at 4 star hotel in Kusadasi
1 night at 4 star hotel in Izmir
1 night at 4 star hotel in Istanbul
Sightseeing as per the itinerary
All escorted transfers
Daily breakfasts and 10 dinners (B: breakfast, D: dinner)
Transportation by private A/C bus with driver throughout the tour
Bible Oriented English speaking professional tour guide throughout the tour
Entry fees to the sites & museums
Service charges & local taxes
Turkish Visa fee to be obtained online before arrival www.evisa.gov.tr
Tips to tour guide ($50 per person) and driver ($20 per person)

EXCLUDING
•
•
•

Lunches and all drinks
Travel and Health insurance, any other service which is not mentioned above
Additional travel & health insurance not already covered by the trip

Peter Church, Antioch

Miletus Thetaer

Perga

Istanbul

PAYMENT PROCEDURE:
Northwest University students enrolled in the Bible Lands
Travel Experience course should be committed to attend
by the add/drop date, 13 January 2023.

FOR REGISTRATION PLEASE CONTACT

For non-Northwest University students, the following
penalties apply:
Cancellation Penalty:
– 90–60 days prior to departure
– 59–45 days prior to departure
– 44–30 days prior to departure
– 29–15 days prior to departure
– 14 days & After		

:
:
:
:
:

No Penalty
25%
50%
75%
No refund

Sheila Josephson
Program & Administrative Coordinator
College of Ministry
email: sheila.josephson@northwestu.edu
Direct: 425-889-5253

Gaziosmanpaşa Bulvarı 3/303 Izmir 35210 TURKEY
Phone: +90-232 441-8635 / 441-8676 / 441-8677
Visit for other tours: www.tutkutours.com
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Email for customized group & individual tour requests: info@tutkutours.com

