Appendix 
{Full title of the study}
Informed Consent Template

*Please individualize this template as appropriate for your research or assignment. 
Use the informed consent checklist to ensure all required components are included

You are invited to participate in a research study examining {topic of study} The goal of this study is to better understand {insert purpose of the study}. 
The study is being conducted by {researcher’s name}, a {academic title or standing} at Northwest University. {Include if this is for dissertation or course assignment}. The study has been approved by the Northwest University Institutional Review Board.
Inclusion/exclusion Criteria
To be eligible to participate, you must:
· Include a statement that clearly describes all participant eligibility criteria, including both inclusion and exclusion criteria.
Study Procedures, Duration, and Surveys
If you agree to participate, you will:
· Explain how they will participate.
· Include the surveys, tools, or assessments being used.
· Include the estimated time for their participation.
Risks and Mental Health Resources
Explain any reasonably foreseeable risks (psychological, social, physical, or legal) and provide appropriate resources for participants (e.g., counseling services, crisis hotlines). All applications need to include a crisis line as standard language.
Statement of No Deception
Include a clear statement specifying whether deception will be used in the study.
Additional requirements for special populations (if applicable)
If minors or individuals with limited decision-making capacity are involved, parental/guardian consent and/or assent procedures are clearly outlined.

Benefits and Compensation
Include the direct and/or indirect benefits of participation. Include a statement describing whether participants will or will not receive compensation or reimbursement.
Alternatives to Participation (if applicable)
Examples: The statement should (a) reassure participants that non-participation does not cause harm or loss of services, and (b) point out any relevant “alternatives” (standard care, existing services, or other resources).
1. Educational: If you do not wish to participate, you will still have access to the same educational resources, class content, and academic support as other students.
2. Counseling: If you choose not to participate, you may still access counseling, advising, or other support services.
Confidentiality and Privacy
Clearly explain how identifying information is protected, specifying whether the study is anonymous or confidential. Describe how any personal identifiers are managed and disclose any limits to confidentiality.
Data Security, Storage, and Destruction
· Include a brief security statement for each software or platform used (e.g., NVivo, Zoom, Teams, OneDrive, Qualtrics, SPSS). 
· Describe your plan for data collection, storage, retention, and destruction.
· Include what types of information will be collected, how it is stored, and who will have access.
· Include a statement indicating that de-identified data and/or samples may be used for future research without additional consent, as approved by an IRB (if applicable).
Voluntary Participation and Right to Withdraw
Include a statement explaining that participation is voluntary, participants may withdraw at any time without penalty, and what will happen to their data if they choose to withdraw.
Dissemination of Results
Describe your plan for scholarly dissemination of study results (e.g., publications, presentations).
Contact Information
If you have further questions about this study or their rights, or if you wish to express a concern, you may contact the principal investigator, {student name, email address} and/or the faculty supervisor {faculty name, department, phone number and email address}, or the Chair of the Northwest University Institutional Review Board, Professor Cheri Goit, at cheri.goit@northwestu.edu or 436-889-5762. 

Consent Statement
A statement confirming that the participant has read, understood, and voluntarily agrees to participate in the study is included.
Signature Information 
Include signature information for the researcher and faculty advisor (if applicable)
Student Researcher
First name, Last name
Student academic title and department
University name
Email address
Phone number (optional as appropriate)

Faculty Advisor
First name, Last name
Academic title and department
University name
Email address

